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: Abstract :

The research addresses the approach adopted by some speculative
theologians in employing the terminologies of the early scholars
(Salaf) in theology to convey different meanings. This was done to
promote and gain acceptance for their doctrinal beliefs, with the
Ash'arites being the most prominent among the groups that adopted
this method. The study also mentioned other methods they used, such
as associating themselves with the Salaf or with a particular Imam
from the well-known and accepted Imams, such as Malik, Al-Shafi'i,
and Ahmad. However, these Imams fundamentally disagree with the
Ash'arite approach and belief on many issues.

Some of those who affiliated with these groups openly
acknowledged this disagreement. They attributed the doctrines of the
Salaf to anthropomorphism and literalism (lacking a deeper
understanding), and this highlights the dangers of this approach.

Thus, this research emphasized the nature of this approach and its
peril, and how it was one of the reasons for the spread of these
dissenting doctrines.

Keywords: (Salaf - Sunni Terminology - Ash'arites - Quran).
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