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: Abstract :

This research examines an important method of theological
argumentation, namely, the use of explicit rational reasoning that does
not contradict authentic religious texts. It investigates the approach
adopted by the early Muslim scholars, known as the Salaf, regarding
the utilization of rational evidence. The study is grounded in the
teachings of Imam Ahmad ibn Hanbal, specifically his exposition of
the Salafi doctrine using rational proofs. It analyzes various instances
of his theological arguments, extracting rational evidence from them,
and applies these proofs to various issues within the realms of creed.

The research sheds light on the pathways of theological rational
argumentation as employed by Imam Ahmad, his methodology in this
regard, and the areas in which this method was applied. These areas
encompass issues related to monotheism (Tawhid), matters of faith
(Iman), predestination (Qadar), and the prohibition of rebelling against
legitimate rulers.

The study concludes with a summary of findings and
recommendations, including:

1-The balanced approach of Ahl al-Sunnah wal-Jama’ah in
employing rational evidence in contrast to the various factions of the
Muslim community (Ummah).

2-The emergence of the evidential strength of Imam Ahmad: The
rational approach in establishing matters of belief.

3-Highlighting the correct rational methodology followed by the
righteous predecessors (Salaf) which does not contradict authentic
religious texts, by conducting scholarly research on the use of such
rational arguments by early Muslim scholars (Salaf).

Keywords: (Argumentation - Rational - Theological - Imam
Ahmad).
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