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: Abstract :

The criticism of the Salaf (early Islamic scholars) against
IIm al-Kalam (speculative theology) had an undeniable
effect on speculative theologians, by catching their attention
and challenging them to provide answers explicit or
implicit—to disassociate themselves from this criticism on
one hand, and to legitimize Ilm al-Kalam on the other hand.

This research had two main objectives:

Firstly, to organize the various responses to this criticism
into comprehensive categories that are easy to understand,
and to make them more accessible to the reader.

Secondly, to examine these categories in order to evaluate
their validity: thus providing the impartial observer an
understanding of the extent to which the Sunni stance is
valid in its criticism of IIm al-Kalam.

One of the findings of this research is that the prominent
feature in the approaches adopted by the speculative
theologians to dissociate from the criticism of the scholas
towards Kalam is that they are predicated on the notion that
the criticism is directed towards the non-essential aspects of
their discourse, and not what is essential or inherent to it.

Keywords: (Approaches - Imams of the Salaf - Kalam -
Speculative Theology).

Dr. ‘Isa bin Muhsin bin ‘Isa Al-Nu’mi
e.alnaami@gmail.com
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