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culture, rather it's from the imported terminologies from the
Western world.

The acts of worship has three functions in the modernist
discourse: the symbolical function, the social function and the
psychological function.

The modernists base their books that criticizes Islam on
materialistic foundations that do not believe in religions outside of
the historical sphere. That's why their view of Islamic acts of
worship is totally consistent and coherent with Western
understanding of religious rituals.

The distinguishing feature of the modernist critique of acts of
worship in Islam is that it's a critique open to the modern critique
methodologies based on Western psychological and social sciences
without looking to our cultural specificity and its relativity in place
and time.

Index of Sources and References

1. The Holy Quran.

2. Al-Khashab, Ahmad, Al-ljtimz'u AL-din;, Mafahimuhu al-
Nazariyyah wa Tazbigatuhu al-* Amaliyyah, Maktabat al-Qahirah al-
Jadidah, 2" edition, 1964 CE.

3. Gustav Le Bon, Al-4Ara'u wa al-Mu‘tagadat, Arabic translation:
‘Adel Zu'aiter, Cairo, Dar a-* Alam al-* Arabi, 4™ edition, 2016 CE.

4. Al-Qimni, Sayyid, Al-Ustazrah wa al-Turath (Myth and Heritage),
Cairo, Egyptian Center for Civilization Research, 3 edition, 1999
CE.

5. Al-Sawah, Firas, Al-Osmirah wa al-Ma'na, Dirasat Fi al-
Mythologiya wa al-Diyanat al-Shargiyyah, Damascus, Dar al-
*Alauddin, 8" edition, 1997 CE.

6. Qarami, Amal, Al-Islam al-Asiyawz, Dhimn Sisilat: Al-Islam
Wahidan wa Muta' addidan, Beirut, Dar Al Tali'ah, Association of



Researches Abstracts & References £y

Religious Rituals in the Modernist Discourse
An Analytical and Critical Study

Prepared by: Dr. Nada bint Hamzah bin Abduh Khiyat

Saudi Academic, Associate Professor at the Department of
Islamic Studies in the College of Arts and Humanities at
Taibah University

nada4100@gmail.com
Abstract

The study aimed to display the understanding of rituals by
modernist Arabs in an analytical and critical way by studying their
writings about religious rituals. It explained the understanding of
the rituals in western intellectual circles firstly. After that it
explained its meaning according to modernist Arabs by mentioning
their most important definitions of rituals and the functions of the
rituals according to the modernist view in general which is
symbolic, social and psychological functions.

The study presented a number of modernist applications when
using their terminology on different acts of worship like the prayer,
the pilgrimage and the funeral rulings. It also reviews the most
important critical observations on their employment through a
reconstructive reading on how the modernist act in this area by
linking their ideology to its western philosophical roots.

The most important results of the research were:

The terminology (rituals) is a new terminology in our
intellectual space and it's not rooted in our Arabic and Islamic
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revelation.

The study also refuted the false claims of the Imamate sect

about revelation with textual and intellectual evidences as well as
their contradictions and false claims. It also refuted their doctrine
that the imams are infallible.

In the end, the research reached the conclusion that the

doctrine of the Imamate sect about the revelation to the imams is
false, and that their claims are not based on evidences, but rather
on doubts and false presumptions that lead them to invalid results.
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Abstract

This study addressed the subject of revelation according to the
Imamate Rafidah sect from their sources and sayings in a critical
and comparative way.

The research approached the subject from Ahl us-Sunnah wal-
Jama'ah's point of view. It mentioned the definition of revelation
and its evidences, as well as its validity and the differences
between it and other terminologies with similar meaning.

The study explained the revelation according to the Imamate
sect from the following perspectives: its reality, validity,
implementations, their exaggerations and false claims about it. It
also studied their doctrine that the origin of the revelation is well
known to them, which is that an angel supports the imams, and
from that point of view they sa